REMARKS 

The amendments to the claims do not add new matter. Dependent claim 26 
has been cancelled and its limitation that "said second end for engaging a driving and 
securing device is slotted" is incorporated into each of independent claims 11, 20 and 23. 
Accordingly, this amendment does not add new matter or require any additional 
consideration by the Patent Office than was already considered for claim 26 (now 
cancelled). The further amendment to claim 23, interchanges the limitations between the 
"first end" and the "second end" so that the first end and the second end now have 
limitations that parallel and conform to the limitations recited in independent claims 1 1 and 
20. This latter amendment eliminates any confusion between the claims and places claim 
23 in better condition for appeal. For these reasons, the amendments are appropriate. 
Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner exercise his discretion under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.116 and enter the few amendments to the claims 

Summary of the Bases for Rejection 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 for allegedly being drawn to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 11-14, 16-23 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as 
being allegedly unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,200,347 ("Anderson") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,261,586 ("McKay"). 

The Applicants will address each of these bases for rejection in Sections I- 
II, respectively, which follow. 

I. 35 U.S.C. § 101 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 for allegedly being drawn to 
non-statutory subject matter. [Official Action at page 2] Specifically, the Patent Office 
contends that in claim 19, line 2, Applicant positively recites part of a human, i.e., "said 
cortical bone is human" and that "claim 19 includes a human [a noun] within its scope 
and are [sic "is"] nonstatutory." [Official Action at page 2; emphasis added in bold.] The 
Patent Office then goes on to say that "A claim directed to or including within its scope a 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



human [a noun] is not considered to be patentable subject matter under 35 U.S.C. § 101." 
[Official Action at page 2; emphasis added in bold.] The Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The Patent Office misinterprets § 101 or Applicants' claim as falling under 
the prohibition of § 101 . In particular, the quotation relied upon by the Patent Office from 
Applicants' claim 19 is a partial quotation taken out of context, such that the word 
"human" appears to be a noun (object) rather than an adjective (source or type). More 
specifically, the Patent Office states that claim 19 recites: 

"said cortical bone is human [noun]" 

However, when the relevant portion of claim 19 is recited in context, it actually reflects 
that the word "human" is used as an adjective in claim 19 and fails to fall under the 
prohibition of claiming a "human" (a noun): 

"said cortical bone is human [adjective] allograft bone" [Claim 19]. 

Moreover, prior to the present amendment of claim 19 in response to the Official Action of 
01/05/04, claim 19 previously recited the word "human" as the same adjective as now 
rejected: 

"formed substantially from human [adjective], allograft cortical bone . . . ." 

Thus, there is no reason why this new basis for rejection could not have been made prior to 
the final rejection. If the Patent Office insists on maintaining this basis for rejection, then 
the finality of the present Official Action should be removed so that the Applicants could 
submit evidence in response to this new basis for rejection. 

Separately, the Applicant went to the USPTO's official website and 
searched the term "human" in the issued claims. The Applicants obtained 52,807 issued 
U.S. patents that recite the word "human" in the claims. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a 
copy of the first page of the hits. The titles of the patents in these hits reflect that the word 
"human" is acceptable when used as an adjective. As an example, the Applicants cite to 
hit number 26, U.S. Pat. 6,825,322, which issued 1 1/30/04, entitled "Human N-methyl-D- 
aspartate receptor subunits, nucleic acids encoding same and uses therefor." Consistent 
with its title, claim 2 of the 1 patent is directed to the following "human. . . subunit": 
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2. A substantially pure human N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor 
subunit comprising the sequence of amino acids set forth in SEQ 
ID NO: 56. 

[Exhibit B: Claims of U.S. Pat. 6,825,322; emphasis added in 
bold.] 

Thus, for these 52,807 reasons, and the other reasons discussed above, this basis for 
rejection should be withdrawn, or the finality of this rejection should be withdrawn. 

II. 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Anderson in view of McKay 

A. The Combination of Anderson and McKay Fail to Make a prima facie 
Case of Obviousness Against the Invention As Claimed 

Claims 11-14, 16-23 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as 
being allegedly unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,200,347 ("Anderson") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,261,586 ("McKay"). According to the Patent Office, "[wjith respect to 
claims 11, 20, Anderson et al discloses an assembled implant, as best seen in the figures, 
for implantation between adjacent vertebrae in the spine of a patient comprising two or 
more sections of cortical bone; as best seen in FIGS. 1-10, that are joined in tandem by a 
pin (7, 9, 13) interconnecting the section [sic "sections"] to form an elongated body 
having a first end for initially engaging vertebrae and a second end for engaging a 
driving and securing device, 1 therein the elongated body comprises a continuously 
tapered surface from about 5mm to about 25 mm in length; as set forth in column 23, 
lines 1-67, column 31, lines 1-22 and as best seen in the figures." [Official Action at page 
3; emphasis added in bold.] The Patent Office admits that "Anderson did not teach of 
threads on the surface of an implant to secure the implant in the vertebrae." [Official 
Action at page 3; emphasis added in bold.] To make up for this deficiency, the Patent 
Office cites to McKay for disclosing "threads on the surface of the implant. . . ." [Official 
Action at page 3.] The Patent Office then concludes that "it would have been obvious to 



It is respectfully submitted that no implant of Anderson shows the presence of an end that is modified for 
an insertion tool. If the Examiner thinks otherwise, the Applicants respectfully request that he point out the 
exact Figure or location of such a disclosure. The word "tool" is only associated with "milling tool" and 
"dremel tool" for surface features. 
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one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the 
serrations or saw-tooth pattern of Anderson et al. with the threads of McKay to secure the 
implant in the vertebrae." [Official Action at page 3.] The Applicants respectfully 
disagree. 

As an initial matter, the Patent Office fails to note the difference between 
the common ordinary everyday words "tandem," abreast" and "stacked." Each is 
important, not only from a structural perspective, but also because of the differences in 
forces that are placed on the pins in each of those embodiments. The ordinary meaning of 
the term "tandem" is that something is connected head to tail- one behind the another, 
whereas "abreast" means "side by side": 

tandem - one behind another, in single file 

[Exhibit C: Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College 
Edition, Guralink, Ed., Prentice Hall Press, Cleveland OH, at page 
1453; emphasis added in bold.] 

* * * 

abreast - side by side, as in going or facing forward 

[Exhibit C: Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College 
Edition, Guralink, Ed., Prentice Hall Press, Cleveland OH, at page 
4; emphasis added in bold.] 

* * * 

stacked - any somewhat orderly pile or heap, as of boxes, books, 
poker chips, etc. 

[Exhibit C: Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College 
Edition, Guralink, Ed., Prentice Hall Press, Cleveland OH, at page 
1384; emphasis added in bold.] 

In relation to Anderson, the Patent Office contends that the two or more sections of cortical 
bone are "joined in tandem by a pin (7, 9, 13) interconnecting the section [sic "sections"] 

to form an elongated body " However, referring to FIGS. 1-10 of Anderson, it can 

be seen that all of the sections of cortical bone are placed "abreast" of one another, and 
not "in tandem." In particular, Anderson refers to his bone segments that are joined 
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abreast as "plate-like bones." [Anderson at col. 6, lines 34-36 ("The invention also 
provides a composite bone graft where the one or more through-holes are disposed 
perpendicular to interfaces of plate-like bones of the graft unit"); emphasis added in bold.] 
In viewing the bone grafts of Anderson, it is important to remember that due to the location 
of the spinal column at the posterior end of the vertebrae, the spinal implants of Anderson 
(and Applicants) are inserted between the patient's vertebrae from the anterior (front side) 
of the patient and pushed back toward the posterior (rear) of the patient. [Anderson at col. 
2, lines 13-16 ("The present composite bone grafts can be used as structural grafts placed 
posteriorly in the spine as interbody grafts or as strut grafts spanning multiple 
segments."); emphasis added in bold.] The implants are constructed with this orientation 
in mind and are referred to in the art as having a posterior side and an anterior side which 
corresponds to the anterior and posterior positions in the patient. FIG. 3, which is the 
posterior orientation of FIGS. 1 and 2, shows the three segments of bone joined abreast in 
a side-by-side orientating as opposed to a tandem (longitudinal) head-to-tail orientation. 
[Anderson at col. 8, lines 55-56 (FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-section posterior view of the 
trapezoid wedge composite bone graft of FIG. 2.")] Comparing FIG. 3 to FIGS. 2 and 4, 
the face of FIG. 3 is shorter than the anterior face of FIG. 4, and the rows of teeth in FIG. 2 
are shown as running parallel to the anterior (FIG. 4) and posterior (FIG. 3) faces of the 
implant of FIG. 2. Moreover, the joining of the three bodies shown in FIGS. 1-4 forms a 
wider body as opposed to "form[ing] an elongated body" as recited in each of independent 
claims 11, 20 and 23. 

The Applicants respectfully submit that the above analysis applies equally 
to the implants of FIGS. 5-10 that are relied upon by the Patent Office. Specifically, FIGS. 
5 (top) and 6 (perspective) are two different views of the implant of FIG. 2 as discussed 
above. [Anderson at col. 8, lines 63-67.] FIG. 6 shows the posterior end of the implant of 
FIG. 2 with the three bone segments (10a, 10b and 10c) shown in a side-by side 
orientation. FIGS. 7 and 8 are different views of the same slideable implant. The slideable 
implant of FIGS. 7 and 8 are connected abreast (side- to-side) of one another, and not "in 
tandem" as recited in the Applicant's claims. Moreover, the implants of FIGS. 7 and 8, 
which are not tapered, when combined with the untapered implants of McKay could not 
teach or suggest the tapered implants of the Applicants' claims. Separately, FIG. 9 is 
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merely the untapered implant of FIG. 8, composed of three side-by-side bone segments 
without any surface features whatsoever. Finally, FIG. 10 is a replacement for a "cloward 
dowel" wherein the plates are positioned side-by side and connected by a single central 
bone pin. [Anderson at col. 20, lines 47-53 ("FIG. 10 illustrates a preferred composite 
bone graft 25 including a plurality of cortical bone portions including a first cortical bone 
portion 26, a second cortical bone portion 27, a third cortical bone portion 28, a forth 
cortical bone portion 29, a fifth cortical bone portion 30, and a single cortical bone pin 31 
inserted in through-hole 32. This graft can be used in place of the traditional cloward 
dowel."); emphasis added in bold.] 

The other figures of Anderson either show wedge-shaped implants (FIGS. 
12, 13A, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31A-B, 33A-C, 34, 36A, 39, 41, wherein the bone plates are 
aligned "abreast," or block-shaped implants (FIGS. 32A-C, 42), wherein the bone plates 
are aligned "abreast," or implants that are composed of "stacked" plates (FIGS. 14A-C, 15, 
3 5 A, 37, 38, 40B, 43 and 44) where the plates are superimposed upon one another. 

McKay, which is cited for disclosing "threads on the surface of the implant. 
. . ." [Official Action at page 3], does not make up for the deficiencies in alignment 
pointed out above. The combination of Anderson and McKay fail to teach or suggest an 
implant comprising "two or more threaded sections of cortical bone that are joined together 
in tandem by pins interconnecting said threaded sections to form an elongated body. . . ." 
When Anderson joined circular plates together, he used a single bone pin. When McKay 
made a threaded dowel (lacking a continuous taper), he used a single piece of bone and no 
bone pins. Neither Anderson nor McKay teach or suggest an implant that is continuously 
tapered and threaded on all sides, nor one that is assembled from pieces "in tandem." For 
these reasons, the combination of Anderson and McKay would not make a prima facie 
case of obviousness. 

B. The Patent Office Failed to Address the Problem Solved by the Present 
Invention 

Any obviousness analysis requires that the Patent Office consider the 
problem solved by the inventors. See In re Wright, 6 USPQ2d 1959, 1961 (Fed. Cir. 1988) 
(the particular problem facing the inventor must be considered in determining 
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obviousness.")- hi the present analysis, the Patent Office has failed to address the problem 
solved by the Applicants. Specifically, the Applicants discovered that cortical bone "pins" 
could withstand the torsional (twisting) stress applied to their narrow cross-sections when 
used to connect two segments of a cortical bone screw "in tandem." This was neither 
taught nor suggested by the cited art. Anderson only taught the use of bone pins for 
aligning bone segments that were abreast of one another. Anderson's bone segments then 
were inserted in their "abreast" alignment. No torsional strain was ever applied to these 
aligning pins because the wedge shaped implants, which had multiple pins were never 
twisted nor intended to be twisted. Specifically, Anderson states that his implants "do not 
shift, extrude, or rotate; after implantation": 

The invention solves the problem of graft failure by providing a 
composite bone graft which can be appropriately sized for any 
application out of for example, strong cortical bone; promotes the 
ingrowth of patient bone at an implantation site by promoting 
osteoinductivity and cellularization; provides added stability and 
mechanical strength; and does not shift, extrude or rotate; after 
implantation. 

[Anderson at col. 1, line 67 to col. 2, line 6; emphasis added.] 

In contrast, the very act of implanting, adjusting or removing the Applicants' implants 
requires "rotation" of the implant and the connecting pins. The rotation causes all of the 
torsional stress from the second end of the Applicants' implant to be transferred to the 
tapered first end via the pins interconnecting the first and second ends "in tandem." The 
secondary reference, McKay, does not make up for this deficiency. In particular, all of the 
implants of McKay were made from a single piece of bone. Hence, there were no bone 
pins to which torsional strain was applied. Moreover, there was no teaching or suggestion 
that cortical bone pins could take the torsional strain that was applied to the body of a 
threaded implant made of solid bone. For all of these reasons also, the combination of 
Anderson over McKay failed to address the problem solved by the Applicants or to render 
the Applicants' solution or invention obvious. See In re Wright, 6 USPQ2d at 1961 ("it is 
error to focus 'solely on the product created, rather than on the obviousness or 
nonobviousness of its creation.'"). See In re Wright, 6 USPQ2d at 1961 (" c appellent's 
problem' and the prior art 'present different problems requiring different solutions"). 
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Moreover, there was no suggestion to do what the Applicant's done or any recognition of 
the problem to be solved, or that Applicants' solution would work. 

For all these reasons, any prima facie case of obviousness against claims 
11-14, 16-23 and 25-26 has been rebutted. 

CONCLUSION 

Claims 11-14, 16-20, 22-23 and 25-26 stand rejected. Claim 26 has been 
cancelled by amendment herein after its limitation was incorporated into each of 
independent claims 11, 20 and 23. Accordingly, only claims 11-14, 16-20, 22-23 and 25 
are pending. 

In view of the arguments herein, the rejection of claim 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 
101 for use of the adjective "human" should be withdrawn for being inappropriate, or the 
finality of the rejection withdrawn because the rejection over the same phrase, "human . . 
.bone," could have been previously made by the Patent Office but was not. In view of the 
amendments and arguments provided herein, all bases for rejection of claims 11-14, 16-20, 
22-23 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for allegedly being obvious over Anderson in view 
of McKay have been rebutted. 

For all these reasons, claims 11-14, 16-20, 22-23 and 25 are in condition for 

allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 

McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 




By: 

Donald J. Pochopien 
Registration No. 32,167 
Attorney for Applicants 
500 West Madison Street 
34th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 
(312) 775-8133 

Date: December 06, 2004 

J:\open\Djp\Regeneration Technologies\USPTO\13974US02\Req under 1.1 16 (after 1st RCE) 
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SEQUENCE LISTING 

The patent contains a lengthy "Sequence Listing" section. A copy of the "Sequence Listing" is available in 
electronic form from the USPTO web site (http://seqdata.uspto.gov/sequence.html7DocIDo6825322B2). An electronic 
copy of the "Sequence Listing" will also be available from the USPTO upon request and payment of the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.19(bX3). 



What is claimed: 

1. An isolated and substantially pure N-methyl-D- 15 
aspartate receptor subunit comprising an amino acid 
sequence as set forth in SEQ ID NO:56, wherein said amino 
acid sequence is encoded by a DNA sequence comprising a 
sequence of nucleotides as set forth in SEQ ID NO. 55. 

2. A substantially pure human N-methyl-D-aspartate 20 
receptor subunit comprising the sequence of amino acids set 
forth in SEQ ID NO: 56. 

3. A method for detecting a binding partner for a receptor 
comprising the receptor subunit of claim 2 in a sample 
suspected of containing the binding partner, comprising: 



(i) contacting the sample with the receptor under condi- 
tions favoring binding of the receptor to the binding 
partner; 

(ii) determining the presence of the binding partner in the 
sample by detecting binding of the receptor to the 
binding partner. 
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abomasum 



abrogate 



ab o ma sum (ab'a ma'sam) n., pi. -ma'sa (-sa) [ModL. < 
L. ab-, from + omasum, bullock's tripe] the fourth, or 
digesting, chamber of the stomach of a cud-chewing 
animal, as the cow: see ruminant, illus. 
A -bomb (a 'bam) n. same as atomic bomb — vt. to attack 
or destroy with an atomic bomb 

a bom i na ble (a bam'a na b*l) adj. [ME. abhominable 
(sp. infl. by folk etymological derivation < L. ab homine, 
away from man, inhuman) < OFr, abominable < L. 
abominabilis < abominari: see abominate] 1. nasty and 
disgusting; vile; loathsome 2. highly unpleasant; disagree- 
able; very bad [abominable tasted — SYN. see hateful 
— a-bom'I-na*bly adv. 

Abominable Snowman a large, hairy, manlike animal 
reputed to live in the Himalayas 

a bom i nate (a bam'a nat') vt. -nat'ed, -nat'ing [< L. 
abominatus, pp. of abominari, to regard as an ill omen: 
see ab- & omen] 1. to have feelings of hatred and disgust 
for; loathe 2. to dislike very much — abom'I-na'tor n. 

a bom i na tion (a bam'a na'shan) n. 1. an abominating: 
great hatred and disgust; loathing 2. anything hateful 
and disgusting 

Ja bon marche (a bon mar sha') [Fr.] at a good bargain; 
cheap 

ab o rig i nal (ab'a rij'a n'l) adj. [aborigin(es) 4- -al] 
1. existing (in a place) from the beginning or from earliest 
days; first: indigenous 2. of or characteristic of aborigines 
— n. an aboriginal animal or plant — SYN. see native 
— ab'o-rig'i-naMy adv. 

ab o rig i ne (ab'a rij'a ne') n., pi. -nes' [L., first inhabi- 
tant < ab-, from -f origine, the beginning: see origin] 
1. any of the first or earliest known inhabitants of a region; 
native 2. {pi. ] the native animals or plants of a region 

aborn-ing (a bQr'nin) adv. while being born or created 
/ the plan died aborning] 

a-bort (a b3rt') vi. [L. abortire < abortus, pp. of aboriri, to 
miscarry, pass away, orig., to set (as the sun) < ab-, from 
+ oriri, to arise] 1. to give birth before the fetus is viable; 
have a miscarriage 2. to fail to be completed 3. Biol, to 
fail to develop; stay rudimentary — vt. I. a) to end (a 
pregnancy) prematurely b) to cause (a fetus) to be expelled 
before it is viable c) to cause to have an abortion 2. to 
check (a disease) before fully developed iV3. to cut short 
(an action or operation of an aircraft, spacecraft, etc.), as 
because of some failure in the equipment — n. an aborting 
of the action of an aircraft, spacecraft, etc. 

a bor ti cide (a bSr'ta sid') n. [aborti(on) + -cide] 1. 
destruction of the fetus in the womb 2. an abort if acient 

a bor ti fa cient (a bdr'ta fa'shant) adj. [aborti(on) + 
-facient] causing abortion — n. a drug or device that 
causes abortion 

a * bor • tlon (a bor'shan) n. [L. aborlio: see ab ort] 1 . expulsion 
of a fetus from the womb before it is sufficiently developed 
to survive; miscarriage: called criminal abortion when 
unlawfully induced 2. an aborted fetus 3. anything im- 
mature and incomplete, as a deformed creature, a badly 
developed plan, etc. 4. Biol, a) arrest of development 
b) an organ whose development has been arrested 

*a*bor'tion-ist (-ist) n. a person who effects an abortion 

a bor tive (a b6r'tiv) adj. [ME. aborlif < L. abortivus: see 
abort] 1. coming to nothing; unsuccessful; fruitless 2. 
Biol, arrested in development; rudimentary 3. Med. a) 
causing abortion 6) halting a disease process 4. [Obs.] born 
prematurely — SYN. see futile 

ABO system the system of antigens found on human red 
blood cells, together with the corresponding antibodies of 
these antigens: antigens inherited determine major blood 
types (A, B, AB, O) and their compatibility in transfusion 

a -bound (a bound') vi. [ME. abounden < OFr. abonder < L. 
abundare, to overflow < ab-, away + undare, to rise in 
waves < unda, a wave] 1. to be plentiful; exist in large 
numbers or amounts /"tropical plants abound in the jungle,/ 
2. to have plenty; be filled; be wealthy (in) or teem (with) 
/a land that abounds in grain, woods that abound with gamey 

about (about') adv. [ME. aboute(n) < OE. onbutan, 
around < on, on + be. by -f utan, outside < ut, out: all 
senses develop from the sense of "around"] 1. on every 
side; all around [look about] 2. here and there; in all direc- 
tions /"travel about] 3. in circumference; around the outside 
[ten miles about] 4. near [ standing somewhere about] 5. in 
the opposite direction ; to a reversed position [ turn it about] 
6. in succession or rotation /"play fair — turn and turn 
2 fto .5^i, 7 - nearl y; approximately [about four years old] 
8. [Colloq.J all but; almost /"just about ready] — adj. [used 
only tn the predicate] I. astir; on the move [he is up and 
about again/ 2. in the vicinity: prevalent /"typhoid is about] 
—prep. 1. around; on all sides of 2. here and there in; 
everywhere m 3. near to 4. with; on (one's person) /have 
your wits about you] 5. concerned with; attending to [go 
about your business; 6. intending; on the point oftfollowed 
by an infinitive) [1 am about to say something; 7. having 
to do with; concerning [ a book about shins; 8. in connection 
with —how (or what) about [Colloa.J 1. what is your 
wish, opinion, or information concerning? [how about going 
to a movie?; 2. isn't (that) interesting! [how about that!; 
—not about to not likely or willing to (do something) 

4about-face (a bout'fas', -fas'; for v. a bout'fas') n. 1. a 
sharp turn to the opposite direction, esp. in response to a 
military command 2. a sharp change in' attitude or opinion 



— vi. -faced', -fac'ing to turn or face in the opposite 
direction 

a -bout-ship (a bout'ship') vi. to tack a ship 
above (a buv') adv. [ME. above(n) < OE. dbufan, onbufan, 




writing): often used in hyphenated compounds [above- 
mentioned] 4. higher in power, status, etc. — prep. 1. 
higher than: over; on top of 2. beyond; past [the road 
above the village; 3. at a point upstream of 4. superior to; 
better than / above the average; 5. too honorable to engage 
in [not above cheating; 6. in excess of; more than [above 
fifty dollars; — adj. placed, found, mentioned, etc. above 
or earlier / as stated in the above rules; — n. something that 
is above — above all most of all; mainly 
a-bove -board (-b6rd') adv., adj. [above -f board (table): 
orig. a cardplayer's term for cards in plain view] without 
dishonesty or concealment [be open and aboveboard with 
me; 

tab o-vo (ab o'v5) [L., from the egg] from the beginning 
ab ra ca dab ra (ab'ra ka dab'ra) n. [LL,, prob. of Balkan 
origin, but assumed to be < LGr. Abraxas, the almighty 
God] 1. a word supposed to have magic powers, and hence 
used in incantations, on amulets, etc. 2. a magic spell or 
formula 3. foolish or meaningless talk; gibberish 
a brad ant (a brad''nt) adj. abrading — n. an abrasive 
ab rade (a brad') vt., vi. ab-rad'ed, abrad'ing [L. abradere 

< ab-, away + radere, to scrape] to scrape or rub off; wear 
away by scraping or rubbing — ab-rad'er n. 

A -bra -ham (a'bra ham') [Heb., lit., father of many: the 
original form, Abram, means "father is exalted": see Gen. 
17:5] 1. a masculine name: dim. Abe 2. Bible the first 
patriarch and ancestor of the Hebrews: Gen. 12-25 — in 
Abraham's bosom 1. at rest with one's dead ancestors 

2. in a state of heavenly bliss, peace, etc. 

Abraham, Plains of plateau in the city of Quebec, on the 
St. Lawrence: site of a battle (1759) in which the British 
under Wolfe defeated the French under Montcalm, giving 
Britain control of Canada 

A bram (a'bra m) same as Abraham 

a bran chi ate (a bran'ke it, -at') adj. [< Gr. a-, not + 
or ^Jichxa, gills + -ate 1 ] without gills — n. ah animal without 
gills Also a- bran 'chi«al (-ai) 

ab ra sion (a bra'zhan) n. [LL. abrasio < L. abradere: see 
abrade] 1. a scraping or rubbing off, as of skin 2. a wear- 
ing away by rubbing or scraping, as of rock by wind, water, 
etc. 3. an abraded spot or area 

ab ra sive (a bra'siv) adj. [< L. abrasus, pp. of abradere, to 
abrade + ^ive] 1. causing abrasion 2. tending to provoke 
anger, ill will, etc.; aggressively annoying; irritating — n. a 
substance used for grinding, polishing, etc., as sandpaper 
or emery 

Ja bra zo (a bra'tho, -so) n. t pi. -zos (-th5s, -sos) [Sp.] an 

embrace or hug, esp. in greeting a person 
ab re act (ab're akt') vt. [back-formation < abreaction] 

Psychoanalysis to relieve (a repressed emotion), as by 

talking about it 
ab -re- action (-ak'shan) n. [ab- + reaction, after G. 

abreagterung] Psychoanalysis the process of abreacting (a 

repressed emotion) 
a -breast (a brest') adv. t adj. [a- 1 + breast] 1. side by side, 

as in going or facing forward (often with of or with) 2. 

informed (of) or conversant (with) recent developments 
a bridge (a brij') vt. a -bridged', a-brldg'ing [ME. abregen 

< OFr. abregier < LL. abbreviare: see abbreviate] 1. to 
reduce in scope, extent, etc.; shorten 2. to shorten by 
using fewer words but keeping the main contents ; condense 

3. to lessen or curtail (rights, authority, etc.) = 4. [Rare] to 
deprive (of rights, privileges, etc.) — SYN. see shorten 
— a*bridg'a-ble, a>bridge'a*ble adj. ^-a-bridg'er n. 

a bridg ment, a- bridge ment (a brij'mant) n. [ME. 
abregement < OFr. < abregier: see abridge] 1. an abridging 
or being abridged; reduction 2. a curtailment, as of rights 
3. an abridged or condensed form of a book, etc. 
SYN. — abridgment describes a work condensed from a larger 
work by omitting the less important parts, but keeping the main 
contents more or less unaltered; an abstract is a short statement 
of the essential contents of a book, court record, etc. often used as 
an index to the original material; brief and summary both imply 
a statement of the main points of the matter under consideration 
[the brief of a legal argument7, summary, especially, connoting 
a recapitulating statement; a synopsis is a condensed, orderly 
treatment, as of the plot of a novel, that permits a quick general 
view of the whole; a digest is a concise, systematic treatment, 
generally more comprehensive in scope than a synopsis, and, in 
the case of technical material, often arranged under titles for quick 
reference; an epitome is a statement of the essence of a subject 
in the shortest possible form — ANT. expansion 

a -broach (a broch') adv., adj. [ME. abroche < a-, on + 
brochc, skewer, spit: see broach] 1. opened so that the 
liquid contents can come out; broached 2. in motion; astir 

a- broad (a br&d') adv. [ME. abrode < on brod: see on ft 
broad] 1. broadly; far and wide 2. in circulation; current 
[ a report is abroad that he has won] 3, outside one s house ; 
outdoors [to stroll abroad] 4. outside one's own country; 
to or in foreign countries 5. wide of the mark; in error 
— from abroad from a foreign land or lands • ' 

ab ro gate (ab'ra gat') vt. -gat'ed, -gat'lng [< L. abrogatus. 
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Mary at the crucifixion of Jesus 2. any musical setting 
of this hymn . 

sta bile (sta'b'l, -bil; also, and for n. usually, -bel) adj. [L. 
stabilise see stable 1 , adj."] 1. stable; stationary; fixed in 
position 2. Med. resistant to moderate heat — n. a large 
piece of stationary abstract sculpture, usually a con- 
struction of metal, wire, wood, etc. : the analogue of mobile 

stability (sta bil's te) n. f PL -ties [ME. stablete < OFr. 
stablcU < L. stabilitas] 1. the state or quality of being 
stable, or fixed; steadiness 2. firmness of character, 
purpose, or resolution 3. a) resistance to change; per- 
manence b) resistance to chemical decomposition 4.*the 
capacity of an object to return to equilibrium or to its 
original position after having been displaced 5. R.C.Ch. 
a vow taken by some monks to remain for life in the same 
monastery 

sta bi lize (sta'ba Hz') vt. -Uzed', -Uz'ing [Fr. stabiliser 
< L, stabilise see stable 1 & -ize] 1. to make stable, or 
firm 2. to keep from changing or fluctuating, as in price 
3. to give stability to (an airplane, ship, etc.) with a 
stabilizer — vi. to become stabilized — sta'bl*li*za'tion n. 

sta-bMiz-er (-li'zar) n. a person or thing that stabilizes; 
specif., a) any of the airfoils or vanes that keep an airplane 
steady in flight, specif, the horizontal component of the 
tail section b) a device used to steady a ship in rough 
waters, esp. a gyrostabilizer; also, a gyroscope used to 
keep instruments on a ship, aircraft, etc. in a steady 
position c) any additive used in substances and com- 
pounds to keep them stable, retard deterioration, etc. 

sta ble 1 (sta'b 1) adj. -bier, -blest [ME. < OFr. estable < 
L. stabilis < stare, to stand] 1. a) not easily moved or 
thrown off balance; firm; steady b) not likely to break 
down, fall apart, or give way; fixed 2. firm in character, 
purpose, or resolution; steadfast 3. not likely to change 
or be affected adversely; lasting; enduring 4. capable of 
returning to equilibrium or original position after having 
been displaced 5. Chem., Physics a) not readily decom- 
posing or changing from one state of matter to another 
b) not undergoing spontaneous change 6. Nuclear Physics 
incapable of radio-active decay — sta'bly adv. 

sta ble 2 (sta'b'l) n. [ME. < OFr. estable < L. stabulum < 
stare, to stand] 1 . a) a building in which horses or cattle 
are sheltered and fed b) a group of animals kept or be- 
longing in such a building 2. a) all the racehorses belong- 
ing to one owner b) the people employed to take care of 
and train such a group 01 racehorses 3. [Colloq.] all the 
athletes, writers, performers, etc. under one management, 
with one agent, etc. — vt., vi. -bled, -bling to lodge, keep, 
or be kept in or as in a stable 

sta-ble*boy (-boi') n. a boy who works in a stable 

sta*ble*man (-man, -man') n., pi. -men (-man, -men') a 
man who works in a stable 

8 ta* bling (sta'blirj) n. 1. a stable or stables 2. accommo- 
dations in a stable or stables, for horses, etc. 

stab lish (stab'lish) vt. archaic var. of establish 

stac ca to (sta kat'o) adj. [It,, pp. of staccare, short for 
distaccare, to detach] 1. Music with distinct breaks 
between successive tones: usually indicated by a dot 
(staccato mark) placed over or under each note to be so 
produced: cf. legato: abbrev. stacc. 2. made up of 
abrupt, distinct elements or sounds /a staccato outburst 
of gunfire/ — adv. so as to be staccato — n., pi. -tos some- 
thing, as a speech pattern, that is staccato 

stack (stak) n. [ME. stac < ON. stakkr < IE. *stak-, to 
stand, be placed < *sta-, to stand (cf. stand)] 1. a large 
pile of straw, hay, etc., esp. one neatly arranged, as in a 
conical form, for outdoor storage 2. any somewhat orderly 
pile or heap, as of boxes, books, poker chips, etc. 3. a 
number of arms, esp. three rifles, leaning^ against one 
another on end so as to form a cone 4. in Great Britain, 
a unit of measure for wood, equal to 108 cubic feet 5. a) a 
number of chimney flues or pipes arranged together b) 
same as smokestack *6. [pi.] an extensive series of 
bookshelves, or the main area for shelving books in a 
library 7. a) the part of a computer memory used to store 
data temporarily b) the data so stored 8. [Colloq.] a large 
number or amount — vt. 1. to pile or arrange in a stack 
2. to load with stacks of something 3. to assign (aircraft) 
to various altitudes for circling while awaiting a turn to 
land 4. to arrange in advance underhandedly so as to 
predetermine the outcome [ to stack a jury/ — vi. to form 
a stack — * stack the cards (or deck) 1. to arrange the 
order of playing cards secretly so that certain cards are 
dealt to certain players 2. to prearrange circumstances, 
usually secretly and unfairly — stack up *1. to amount 
{to a specified sum) *2. to stand in comparison (with or 
again si); measure up — stack'a-ble adj. — stack'er n. 

stacked (stakt) adj. tr [Slang] having a full, shapely figure; 
curvaceous: said of a woman 

£ stacked (or stack) heel a heel on a woman's shoe composed 
of several layers, as of leather, of alternating shades 

stack* up (stak 'up') n. an arrangement of circling aircraft 
at various altitudes awaiting their turn to land 

stac-te (stak'te) n. [ME. stacten < acc. of L. stacte, oil of 
myrrh < Gr. stakte < stazein, to drip: for IE. base see 
stagnate] a spice used by the ancient Hebrews in pre- 
paring incense: Ex. 30:34 

s tad- die (stad''l) n. [ME. stadel < OE. stathol, akin to G. 
stadel, barn: for IE. base see stand] [Archaic or Dial] 
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a lower part or support; specif., the base orlu^^T^ 
framework of a stack, as of hay porting 

stade (stad) n. [Fr. < L. stadium, stadium! sn* 
stadium (sense 16) me <x 

stad- hold- er (stad'hol'dar) n. [< Du. stadhouder <* , 
a place (akin to stead) + houder, a holder < houd,* ! * » 
hold 1 ] 1. orig., the governor or viceroy of a proving , 
the Netherlands 2. the chief magistrate of the 16th- n*S f 
cent. Netherlands republic Also stad t 'hold 'er (stat' V 

sta di a 1 (sta'des) n. [It., prob. < L., pi. of stadium u 
stadium)] a method of surveying in which distances fS 
elevations are obtained by observing the interval on 
graduated, upright rod (stadia rod) intercepted by tw 
parallel horizontal lines (stadia hairs or wires) in » si 
veyor's transit set up at a distance from the rod 

sta di a 2 (sta'de a) n. alt. pi. of stadium 

Sta di um (sta'de am) n. t pi. -di-a (-a); also, and fn 
sense 2 usually, -di-ums [ME. < L. < Gr. stadion fb»rt 
standard of length, altered (after stadios, standing) 3 
earlier spadion < span, to draw, pull (for IE. base spp 
span 1 )] 1. in ancient Greece and Rome, a) a unit of 
linear measure, orig. equal to 600 Greek feet, or about 
607 English feet 6) a track for footraces, typically one 
stadium in length, with tiers of seats for spectators 2 a 
large oval, round, or U-shaped open structure, as for 
football, baseball, track events, etc., surrounded by tiers 
of seats, usually for thousands of spectators 3. tool a 
period or stage in the life history of an animal 

Stael (stal), Madame de, baronne de Staemolstein, (born 
Anne Louise Germaine Necker) 1766-1817; Fr. writer 
& mistress of a popular salon 

staff 1 (staf, staf) n., pi. staffs; also, for senses 1 & 5, staves 
[ME. staf < OE. strf, akin to G. stab < IE. base *stebh- 
post, pole, whence stamp, stem 1 , Sans, stabh-ndti, (he) 
supports] 1. a stick, rod, or pole; specif., a) a stick used 
as a support in walking b) a pole or club used as a weapon 
c) a pole for supporting a banner or flag d) a rod, wand, 
crosier, etc. used as a symbol of authority e) [Archaic] a 
shaft, as of a lance f) any of several graduated sticks or 
rules used for measuring, as in surveying 2. a group of 
people assisting a chief, manager, president, or other 
leader 3. a group of officers serving a military or naval 
commanding officer in an advisory and administrative 
capacity without combat duties or command 4. a specific 
group of workers or employees [ a teaching staff, newspaper 
staff, maintenance staff] 5. Music the five horizontal lines 
and four intermediate spaces on which music is written or 
printed — adj. of, by, for, or on a staff; specif., employed 
full-time on a magazine staff, etc. rather than as a free- 
lance writer — vt. to provide with a staff, as of workers 

tirstaff* (staf, staf) n. [< G. staffieren, to fill out, decorate; 
via Du. < OFr. estoffe, stuff] a building material of plaster 
and fiber, used for temporary decorative work 

staff* er (-ar) n. a member of a staff, as of a newspaper 

staff officer 1, an officer serving on a staff *2. U.S. Navy 
a commissioned officer with nonmilitary duties, as a 
surgeon, chaplain, etc. 

statt of life bread, regarded as the basic food 

Staf *ford (staf'ard) 1. county seat of Staffordshire, in the 
C part: pop. 49,000 2. same as Staffordshire 

Staf fordshire (-shir') county of WC England: 1,049 sq. 
mij pop. 985,000; county seat, Stafford 

staff sergeant U.S. Army &* Marine Corps an enlisted 
man ranking above sergeant *2. U.S. Air Force an 
enlisted man ranking above airman first class 

staff -tree (-tre>) n. any of a genus (Celastrus) of shrubby, 
usually climbing, plants of the staff -tree family, growing 
in Asia, Australia, and N. America and including bitter- 
sweet (sense 1) — adj. designating a family (Celastraceae) 
of widely distributed trees and twining shrubs bearing red 
seeds in pods and including khat, euonymus, etc. — 

stag (stag) n., pi. stags, stag: see plural, ii, d, 1 [ME. < 
OE. stagga, akin to ON. (andar)steggi, drake; IE. base 
*stegh-, to stick] 1. a) a full-grown male deer; hart: 
said specif, of the European red deer b) the male of 
various other animals, as the caribou 2. a male animal, 
esp. a hog, castrated in maturity £3. a) a man who 
attends a social gathering unaccompanied by a woman 

b) a social gathering attended by men only — adj - f £ •* 
men only [a. stag dinner./ — vt. stagged, stag'glng Ibnt. 
Slang] to observe or follow secretly or furtively; spy on 
— wi. *to go to a party, etc. as a stag (sense 3 a) — *go 
stag [Colloq.] 1. to go as a stag (sense 3 a) 2. to go un- 
escorted by a man . 

stag beetle any of a family (Lucanidae) of large beetles, 
the male has long, branched, antlerlike mandibles 

stage (staj) n. [ME. < OFr. estage < VL. *stattcum < L. 
status, pp. of stare, to stand] 1. a platform or dock a 
scaffold tor workmen 3. a level, floor, or story 4. <*J a 
platform on which plays, speeches, etc. are presented 0) 
any area, as in an arena theater, in which actors penorm 

c) the whole working section of a theater, including tne 
acting area, the backstage area, etc. d) the tJl ® a ;? r ' 
drama, or acting as a profession (with the) 5. a) tne 
scene of an event or series of events b) the center 01 
attention 6. a place where a stop is made on a )ouxr&y, 
esp.. formerly, a regular stopping point for a stagecoach 
7. the distance or a part of a route between stopping P la £^i 
leg of a journey 8. clipped form of stagecoach 9. a sneu 
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tan leather 3. a) a yellowish-brown color b) such a color 
riven to fair skin as by exposure to the sun or a sunlamp 
t-adj. tan'ner, tan 'nest 1. of or for tanning 2. yellowish- 
brown; tawny — vt. tanned, tan'ning [ME. tannen < 
Late OE. tannian < ML, iannare < the n.] 1. to change 
(hide) into leather by soaking in tannin 2. to produce a 
tan color in, as by exposure to the sun 3. [Colloq.] to whip 
severely; flog — vt to become tanned — tan someone's 
hide [Colloq.] to flog someone severely 
tan tangent 

Ta-na (ta'na) 1. lake in N Ethiopia: source of the Blue 
tfile: c. 1,400 sq. mi. 2. river in E Kenya, flowing southeast 
into the Indian Ocean: c.500 mi. 

Ta*nach (tanakh') n. [acronym formed from Heb. torah 
(the Pentateuch), nebi'im (the Prophets), and ketubim 
(the Hagiographa)] the Holy Scriptures of Judaism 
tan*a*ger (tan'a jar) n. [ModL. tanagra < Port, tdngara < 
Braz. (Tupi) tangara] any of a large family (Thraupidae) 
of small, perching, sparrowlike, new- world songbirds: the 
males usually are brilliantly colored 

Tan-a-gra (tan '3 gra, ta nag'ra) ancient Gr. town in 
Boeotia, known for the terra cotta figurines found there 
Ta-na-na (tan's na') river in E Alas., flowing northwest 
into the Yukon River: 800 mi. 

Ta-na-na -rive (ta na na rev'; E. ta nan 'a rev') former 
name of Antananarivo 

tan -bark (tan 'bark') n. any bark containing tannin, used 
to tan hides and, after the tannin has been extracted, to 
cover race tracks, circus rings, etc. 

Tan-cred (tan'krid) 1078?-1112; Norman leader of the 
1st Crusade 

tan d em (tan'dam) adv. [orig. punning use of L. tandem, 
at length (of time)] one behind another; in single file 
— n. 1. a two-wheeled carriage drawn by horses harnessed 
tandem 2. a team, as of horses, harnessed tandem 3. a 
bicycle with two seats and sets of pedals placed tandem 
4. a relationship between two persons or things involving 
cooperative action, mutual dependence, etc. [to work in 
tandem] — adj. having two parts or things placed tandem 
tan -door -i (tan door'e) adj. [Hindi < tandoor, clay oven 
< Turk. < a Sem. source] 1 . designating a kind of clay 
oven used for cooking in India 2. cooked in such an oven 
Taney (t6'ne), Roger B(rooke) 1777-1864; U.S. jurist: 
chief justice of the U.S. (1836-64) 

Tang (tan) 618-906 A.D.; Chin, dynasty under which 
literature & art flourished & printing was developed 

tang 1 (taq) [ME. tange < ON. tangi, a sting, point, 
dagger, nasalized form of base seen in tag] 1 . a projecting 
point or prong on a chisel, file, knife, etc. that fits into a 
handle, shaft, etc. 2. a strong and penetrating taste or 
odor 3. a touch or trace (of some quality) 4. a special or 
characteristic flavor, quality, etc. same as surgeon- 
fish — vt. to provide (a knife, etc.) with a tang 

tang 2 (tan) n. [echoic] a loud, ringing sound; twang — vr., 
vi. to sound with a loud ringing 

Tan gan yi ka (tan'gan ye'ka) 1. mainland region of 
Tanzania, on the E coast of Africa, a former Brit, trust 
territory: 361.800 sq. mi. 2. Lake, lake in EC Africa, 
between Tanganyika & Zaire: 12,700 sq. mi. 

6tan-ge-lo (tan'ja 15') n. t pi. -los' [tang(erine) -f- 
(pom)elo] a fruit produced by crossing a tangerine with 
a grapefruit 

tan -gent (tan'jant) adj. [L. tangens, prp. of tanger e, to 
touch: see tact] 1. that touches; touching 2. Geom. 
touching and not intersecting a curve or curved surface 
at one and only one point: said of a line or plane — n. 
[< ModL. (linea) tangens, tangent (line)] 1. Geom. a) a 
tangent line, curve, or surface b) the length of a straight 
line tangent to a curve, measured from the point of tan- 
gency to the intersection of the tangent line with the x-axis 
2. Trigonometry the ratio between the side opposite a 
given acute angle in a right triangle and the adjacent side; 
reciprocal of the cotangent of an angle or arc — SYN. see 
adjacent — go (or fly) off at (or on) a tangent to break 
off suddenly from a line of action or train of thought and 
pursue another course — tan'gen*cy n. 
tan gen tial (tan jen'shal) adj. 1. of, like, or in the direc- 
tion of, a tangent 2. drawn as a tangent 3. going off at a 
tangent; diverging or digressing 4. merely touching a 
subject, not dealing with it at length — tan<gen'tiaMy adv. 
tan-ge-rine (tan'ja ren', tan'ja ren') n. [< Fr. Tanger, 
Tangier; -f -ine 1 ] 1. a variety of mandarin orange with a 
deep, reddish-yellow color and segments that are easily 
separated 2. a deep, reddish-yellow color 
tan gi ble (tan'ja b'l) adj. [LL. tangibilis < L. tanger e, to 
touch: see tact] 1. that can be touched or felt by touch; 
having actual form and substance 2. corporeal and able to 
be appraised for value [tangible assets/ 3. that can be 
understood; definite; objective — n. [pt.] property that can 
be appraised for value; assets having real substance; 
material things — SYN. see perceptible — tan'gi-bilfl-ty, 
tan'gl-ble-ness n. — tan 'glibly adv. 

Tan-gier (tan jir') seaport in N Morocco, on the Strait of 
Gibraltar: pop. 170,000: formerly part of an internation- 
alized zone Fr. name Tan-ger (taw zha') 



tanning 




tangram 



tan gle (tarj'g'l) vt. -gled, -gllng [ME. tanglen, prob. 
nasalized var. of taglen, to entangle, akin to Sw. dial. 
taggla, to disarrange] 1. to hinder, obstruct, or confuse 
by or as by covering, circling, entwining, etc. 2. to catch 
in or as in a net or snare; trap 3. to make a knot or snarl of; 
intertwist — vi. 1. to become tangled 2. [Colloq.] to 
fight, quarrel, or argue — n. 1. an intertwisted, confused 
mass of things, as string, branches, etc. ; snarl 2. a jumbled, 
confused condition 3. a perplexed state — tan'gler n. 

^tan gle foot (-foot') n. [Western Slang] cheap whiskey 

tangly (tan'gle) adj. -gli-er, -gH-est full of tangles; snarled 

tan -go (tan 'go) n., pi. -gos [AmSp.] 1. a S. American dance 
with long gliding steps and dips 2. music for this dance 
in 2/4 or 4/4 time — vi. to dance the tango 

tan -gram (tan 'gram) n. [prob. arbitrary coinage on analogy 
of anagram] a Chinese puzzle made 
by cutting a square into five triangles, 
a square, and a rhomboid, and using 
these pieces to form various figures 
and designs 

Tangshan (tan'shan') city in Hopei 
province, NE China, near Tientsin: 
pop. 812,000 

Tan-guy (tan ge'), Yves (ev) 1900-55; 
Fr. painter in the U.S. 

tang y (tan'e) adj. tang'i-er, tang'i.est 
having a tang, or flavor — tang'l- ness n. 

Ta-nis (ta'nis) city in ancient Egypt, 
in the Nile delta: probable capital of the Hyksos kings 

tan- is t (tan'ist, thSn'-) n. [Ir. & Gael. tSnaiste, next heir, 
hence lord of a country, lit., second, parallel < Olr. tdn, 
estate] in ancient Ireland, the elected heir of a living Celtic 
chief in a system limiting the choice to the chief's kin 

tank (tank) n. [in sense 1 < Gujarati tankh; in other senses 
< or inn. by Sp. & Port, tanque, aphetic < estanque, a 
pool, stoppage of flow < estancar, to stop the flow of < 
VL. *stanticare, to staunch] 1. orig., in India, a natural 
or artificial pool or pond used for water storage 2. any 
large container for liquid or gas [ a gasoline tank, a swim- 
ming tank] 3. [name orig. used for purpose of secrecy 
during manufacture] a heavily armored, self-propelled 
combat vehicle armed with guns and moving on full 
tractor treads #4. [Slang] a jail cell, esp. one for new 
prisoners charged with misdemeanors — vt. to put, store, 
or process in a tank — tank up [Colloq.] 1. to supply with 
or get a full tank of gasoline *2. to drink much liquor 

tan-ka (tan'ka) n. [Jap.] 1. a Japanese verse form of 31 
syllables in five unrhymed lines, the first and third having 
five syllables each and the others seven 2. a poem in 
this form 

tank-age (tan'ki;) n. 1. the capacity of a tank or a number 
of tanks collectively 2. a) the storage of fluids, gases, 
etc. in tanks b) the charge for such storage *3. slaughter- 
house waste from which the fat has been rendered in 
tanks, dried and ground for use as fertilizer or feed 

tank ard (tan'kard) n. [ME., akin to OFr. tanquart, Du. 
tanckaert, ML. tancardus] a large drinking cup with a 
handle and, often, a hinged lid 

3* tank car a large tank on wheels, for carrying liquids and 
gases by rail 

tank destroyer a highly mobile, armored halftrack on 
which antitank guns are mounted 
£ tanked (tankt) adj. [Colloq.] drunk: also tanked up 
tank er (tan'kar) n . J. a sm p with large tanks in the hull 
for carrying a cargo of oil or other liquids #2. same as: - 
a) tank car b) tank truck *3. a plane equipped to 
carry a cargo of gasoline and to refuel another plane in 
flight 

tank farming same as hydroponics 

tank -fill (tank'fool) n. as much as a tank will hold 

A- tank top [orig. worn in swimming tanks] a casual shirt 

like an undershirt but with wider shoulder straps 
* tank town 1 . a railroad stop for locomotives to fill their 

boilers with water: it usually became the site of a small 

town 2 . any small or unimportant town 
4 tank truck a motor truck built to transport gasoline, oil, 

or other liquids 
tan-nage (tan'ij) n. 1. the act or process of tanning 2. 

something that has been tanned 
tan nate (tan'at) n. a salt of tannic acid 
tan-ner 1 (tan'ar) n. a person whose work is tanning hides 
tan ner 1 (tan'ar) n. [< ?] [Brit. Colloq.] a sixpence 
tan«ner*y (-e) n M pi. -ner-ies a place where hides are tanned 
Tann hau ser (tan'hoi'zar; E. tan'hoi zar, -hou-> [G.] a 

German knight and minnesinger of the 13th century, dealt 

with in legend as a knight who seeks absolution after 

giving himself up to revelry in the Venusberg 
tan nic (tan'ik) adj. [Fr. tannique < tanin, tannin + 

-ique, -ic] of, like, or obtained from tanbark or tannin 
tannic acid 1 . a yellowish, astringent substance, CuHioO«, 

derived from oak bark, gallnuts, etc. and used in tanning, 

medicine, etc. 2. any of a number of similar substances 
tan nin (tan'in) n. [Fr. tanin < tan, tan + -in, -in 1 ] 

same as tannic acid 

tan ning (-in) n. 1. the art or process of making . leather 
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